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Hunting for innovation talents 
Jeremy S Zabala 
KOTA KJNABALU: 
Solid r e l a t i o n s h i p 
b e t w e e n t h e 
MalayM.ui Ini lova 
l i on I n u n d a t i o n 
(YIM) .iikI i n s t i t u t e s 
ol l i ighei l e a r n i n g is 
r e q u i r e d in i den t i fy -
in)', i n n o v a t i o n tal 
e n l s lo d i s p l a y t h e i r 
.iliilit ies at I he n a t i o n a l s t a g e . 

YIM C h i e f Execu t ive O f f i c e r Or 
sli.ii mil,i M o h a m e d Sal leh ( p i c ) sa id t h e r e 
.tie h i d d e n t a l e n t s a m o n g locals , p a r t i c u 
I.ii ly S a b a h a n s , w h o a r e r e s e a r c h e r s o r in-
n o v a t o r s w a i t i n g lo b e " d i s p l a y e d " al t h e 
n.it ional level . 

By c o l l a b o r a t i n g wi th univers i t ies , she 
said s u c h t a l en t s c o u l d lie d e l e c t e d a n d as 
s ls tance c h a n n e l l e d lo t h e m to e n s u r e thai 
the i r r e sea rch p r o d u c t s a n d i n n o v a t i o n s is 
b rough t t o a h i g h e r p roduc t ive s tage. 

She a l s o s a i d e x i s t i n g c o l l a b o r a t i o n 
wi th I Jnivers i l i Malays ia S a b a h (IIMS) has 
b e e n a key s t r a t e g y f o r YIM to c h a n n e l 
g r a n t s l o r e s e a r c h e r s a n d i n n o v a t o r s lo 
b o o s t t h e i r w o r k s . 

Wi l l i p o s i t i v e i m p a c t , S h a r m i l a sa id 

t h e s e t a l e n t s rece ive (lie ne< e s sa ry as s is 
t a n c e , e spec i a l ly f u n d i n g , to I n i l h e r t he i r 
r e s e a r c h a n d eventu . i l ly i o m m e r c i a l i s e it. 

"YIM a n d UMS have b e e n e n g a g e d 
( | u i t e a w h i l e n o w I h l o u g h t h e c o l l a b o i ' a 
l i on , we have ,i n t i i nbe i ol p r o j e c t s g iven 
g r a n t s u n d c i MylS (Malays ia Social I n n o -
v a t i o n ) . 

"I he g r . ml I-, in ii in.illy i h a n n e l l e d fo r 
t h e I (".e.iM 11 ( | ii 11 po ' .e) 11 l.i I has s u c c e e d e d 
o r oi l I licit way In e o m m c i c i a l i s a t i o u . 

"Resea rchc i - i will l e q n e s l f o r ( t h i s ) 
g r a n t tha t is t i nde i llu* Science, T e c h n o l -
o g y a n d I n n o v a l i o n Min i s t ry ( M o s t i ) in 
w h i c h YIM will .n I as t h e i m p l e m e n t i n g 
a g e n t of c h a n n e l l i n g t h e graiM. So tha t 
p a r t i c u l a r i n n o v a t i o n ' an be d i f f u s e d t o 
the community," she told Daily Express. 

She '.aid i lie. .itIei I In- M e m o r a n d u m of 
U n d e r s t a n d i n g ( M o l l ) s i g n i n g b e t w e e n 
YIM a n d UMS, rec en t l y 

S h a r m i l a s h a i e d tha t t h e r e w e r e p r o d -
uc t s tha i have ie.il l ied t h e m a i n o b j e c t i v e 
t h r o u g h t h e i o l l a b o r a l i o n in w h i c h have 
b e n e f i t e d tin i o m i m i n i l y a n d r e s p e c t i v e 
i n d u s t r y p l a y e r s s u c h .is t lie s o l a r d r y e r . 

She sa id (he so la i d rye r w a s a p r o d u c t 
c r e a t e d by a rese.irt h e r f r o m UMS tha t is 
d e s i g n e d t o h e l p t h e c o m m u n i t y w i t h t h e 

d r y i n g p r o c e s s loi f o o d 
"This p r o d u c t w a s i n v e n t e d d u e to t h e 

i ssues f aced I>v ' h e c o m m u n i t y w h o w e r e 
h a v i n g I r o u b l e d e l i v e r i n g I h e i r p r o d u c t s 
f r e sh . 

"So a l t e r n a t i v e l y , t h e y o p t e d t o d ry 
llicii f o o d p r o d u c t s w h i c h was a t i m e - c o n 
s i n n i n g p r o c e s s . Wil l i t h i s r e s e a r c h , t hey 
a r e a b l e t o d ry ll ieii p r o d u c t s t h r o u g h 
so l a r e n e r g y . 

" th i s is a m o n g t h e i n n o v a t i o n s tha t a re 
b e i n g d e v e l o p e d al I IMS a n d lo r e a c h t h e 
c o m m u n i t y , g r a n t s o r f u n d i n g i'. r e q u i r e d 
a n d th is is YIM's r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o act as 
t h e b r i d g e b e t w e e n I n n o v a t i o n s a n d t h e 
c o m m u n i t y , " s h e a d d e d 

YIM, e s t a b l i s h e d m zooH, h a s b e e n 
h e l p i n g r e s e a r c h e r s o b l a i n p a t e n t s f o r 
t h e i r p r o d u c t s a s ide f r o m c h a n n e l l i n g a id 
to lessen t h e m ( r e s e a r c h e r s or i n n o v a t o r s ) 
in t h e i r p r o d u c t d e v e l o p m e n t . 

As ide f r o m r e s e a r c h e r s in UMS, 
S h a r m i l a s a i d YIM h a s b e e n w o r k i n g w i t h 
r e l e v a n t a g e n c i e s a n d d e p a r t m e n t s i n 
i d e n t i f y i n g i n n o v a t o r s f r o m t h e c o m m u -
ni ty i tself at g r a s s r o o t s level. 

"The a id is not exc lus ive ly o r n e c e s s a r -
ily f o r r e s e a r c h e r s in UMS. The g r a n t c an 
a l so b e c h a n n e l l e d In t h e g r a s s r o o t s level 

in w h i c h m o s t of t h e s e i n n o v a t i o n s ( p r o -
d u c e d by t h e c o m m u n i t y ) is c r e a t e d b a s e d 
o n t h e i ssues they f ace o n a da i l y bas i s . 

"For e x a m p l e , t h e p a d d y t h r e s h e r t h a t 
w e h a v e h e l p e d i n n o v a t o r S i t io A k a n g 
f r o m T a m b u n a n . W h e n we w e r e t h e r e , t h e 
p r o d u c t n e e d e d i m p r o v e m e n t w i t h a l i t t le 
s c i en t i f i c k n o w l e d g e as well as i ts usage , " 
s h e a d d e d . 

In t h i s r e g a r d , s h e a l s o s a i d YIM's re-
s p o n s i b i l i t y is not l i m i t e d in c h a n n e l l i n g 
g r a n t s t o b o o s t p r o d u c t d e v e l o p m e n t b u t 
a l s o t o c r e a t e n e t w o r k w i t h r e l evan t de-
p a r t m e n t s o r a g e n c i e s fo r i n n o v a t o r s . 

T h r o u g h YIM, s h e s a i d a n e c o s y s t e m 
w a s c r e a t e d t o h e l p i n n o v a t o r s o u t s i d e of 
UMS to b e i n t r o d u c e d w i t h e x p e r t s i n t h a t 
p a r t i c u l a r f i e ld as wel l as s u p p l y i n g t h e 
p r o p e r t o o l s o r e q u i p m e n t fo r I h e b e t t e r -
m e n t of t h e p r o d u c t s . 

Fo r t h e MoU, S h a r m i l a s a i d t h e re la -
t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n UMS a n d YIM h a s ex-
i s t ed f o r a l o n g t i m e b u t h a s y e t t o b e 
f o r m a l i s e d . 

" T h r o u g h this s i g n i n g , i t is a way to for-
m a l i s e o u r e x i s t i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p in w h i c h 
is a i m e d t o t r i g g e r i n n o v a t i o n d e v e l o p -
m e n t a n d h e l p t h e c o m m u n i t y , " s h e 
a d d e d . 
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